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comes wonderful to you ever after that — the trickle of a creek, the wash 
of a wave on the shore, the drip on a tin roof, the drop over a fall, the 
swish of a rain-storm. It's the same with birds and trees. And trees 
all make different sounds — ^that's the shape of the leaves. And it's all 
music, too." 

More of this quality we might ask for in preference to the less natural 
rhetoric needed, no doubt, to develop plot and theme of a story so elaborate- 
ly designed. Yet seldom does one write for us with such grasp of events 
and character, such power of feeling and visualizing, as Sir Gilbert Parker. 



The Advakoe of Woman. By Jane Johnstone Christie. Philrxlelphia 
and London: J, B. Lippineott Company, 1912. 

Mrs. Christie says in her preface that her book may "seem unduly 
harsh to man." It does. Her book loses force by reason of her inability 
to write English and to see two sides of a question. The information upon 
which the book is founded is superficially drawn from Karl Pearson and 
Havelock Ellis. 

An author willing to make such a statement as "Germany has no 
romance, no history, no poetry, no art, no beauty, no gallantry, no tender- 
ness," cuts herself ofF from serious consideration. 

The tone of the book implies that all men are evil and have wilfully 
and with malicious intent enslaved women, while all the good in the world 
has been accomplished by women who combine scintliness with heroism. 
Despite the undeniable truth of much that Mrs. Christie wishes to con- 
vey, her book by its temper, superficiality, and carelessness is likely to do 
more harm than good to the cause she has at heart. 



Dancing : Ancient and Modern. By Ethel L. TJrlin. New York: 
D. Appleton & Company, 1912. 

Now that the dance is taking its place once more as one of the legiti- 
mate arts, its history and development have become of fresh interest. 
In the present small volume Miss Urlin traces the dance through the 
Primitive Folk Dances, the Imitative Dances (such as the Astronomic, 
Funeral, Marriage Dances), the Sacred or Church Dances, Folk Dances 
of the East and West, to the modem revival of dancing to which she 
gives about one-half the book. 

The book, though small and cursory, is exact, scholarly, and well 
written. It is adapted to quick and easy reference rather than to con- 
secutive reading, and valuable for any one interested in the art. 

The volume is prettily gotten up with a charming silhouette on the 
cover of Maud Allan, the queen of the lyric dance, in one of her buoyant 
poses. 

The Fascination op Books. By Joseph Shaylor. New York: G. P 
Putnam's Sons, 1912. 

This is a most alluring tMe. One inevitably looks forward to the 
delightful discourse of a man of letters who is willing to confide his 
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soul's adventures in the paths of great literature. Alas, it is a volume 
not about reading books, but about selling them and the delights of the 
modem commercialization of literature. 

The subject-matter is chiefly book-sellers and book-selling, Christmas 
books, early-Victorian book-selling, publishing, trade-dinner sales, the 
use and abuse of book titles, the life and death of books, hymn-writera 
and hymn-books, and reprints and their readers. 

To say frankly that the book is for the trade rather than for the 
literary man, and that its opinions, no less than its contents, are for the 
trade, is not to say that the volume has not pages of delightful anecdote 
and amusing incident. The true story of how Kossetti came upon and 
finally made the fame of Fitzgerald's Omar is told in full, probably for 
the first time. The entire chapter on titles is suggestive and amusing. 



A Little op EvERYTHiNa. By E. V. Lucas. New York: The Mac- 
mUlan Company, 1912. 

It is evidently important to Mr. Lucas to produce three books a year, 
and in order to keep the record one of these books consists usually of 
original essays, one of a volume of travel, and the third is an anthology 
or a collection of some sort. 

A Little of Everything is a collection of good bits, sketches, de^ 
scriptions, anecdotes from his previous volumes. He draws from Over 
Bemerton's, Listener's Lure, Mr. Ingleside, A Wanderer in London, A^ 
Wanderer in Paris, Highways and Byways in Sussex, Old Lamps for New, 
etc. In the main, his taste is unimpeachable. It is a large part of Mr. 
Lucas's stock-in-trade as a literary man that he knows a good thing 
when he sees it. Was it not he who discovered, by the mere shift of de- 
ciding to buy a book in the next bookshop, whose nimiber was the same 
as the years of his age, on the shelf as high as his heart, Giles's Diction- 
ary of Chinese Biography? And did it not supply him with several 
chapters of 0«er Bemerfon'sf 

Mr. Lucas is a light, versatile, charming, and witty writer whose pages 
are lightened with the kindliest of smiles. 



